
Join us in Tokyo for The Asian Conference on 
the Social Sciences 2019 (ACSS2019)
ACSS2019 is organised by IAFOR in association with the IAFOR 
Research Centre at the Osaka School of International Public Policy 
(OSIPP) in Osaka University, Japan.

The technological and logistical advances of globalisation have enabled us to 
become independent and empowered as never before, but at the same time made 
us more dependent on the very things allowing autonomy. While technologies allow 
us to communicate with those on the other side of the world, they can also make 
us detached from those immediately around us, and in some cases alienated, or 
lonely. And yet this increased interconnectedness offers great opportunities to 
work together to solve some of the world’s most pressing issues, and reminds us 
of our responsibilities towards each other. Our independence is contextualised 
in the relations we enjoy with others; in our families and communities, shared 
institutions, in our wider societies, geographical and political entities, and finally 
as a part of the one world we all share.

The conference theme for ACSS2019 is Independence & Interdependence, and we 
hope and expect this important thematic lens to encourage wide reflections on the 
importance and interrelation of such concepts as autonomy and identity, rights 
and responsibilities, and power and control; and within a variety of contexts from 
politics and geopolitics to energy, sustainability and the environment; and from 
education, technology and logistics, to culture and language; from psychology and 
security, to considerations of equity and justice.

www.acss.iafor.org
IAFOR Members get 15% off all registration fees. Learn more about membership 
at www.iafor.org/membership.

Conference Theme: “Independence & Interdependence”
Dates: Monday, May 20, 2019  to Wednesday, May 22, 2019
Location & Venue: Toshi Center Hotel, Tokyo, Japan

Early Bird Abstract Submission Deadline: January 08, 2019
Final Abstract Submission Deadline: March 08, 2019
Registration Deadline: April 05, 2019



ACSS2019 Keynote Speakers

www.acss.iafor.org/speakers

Eddie Bruce-Jones
Birkbeck College School of Law, 
University of London, UK

Eddie Bruce-Jones (DPhil, Berlin; LLM, KCL; 
JD, Columbia; MA, Berlin; AB, Harvard) is 
Deputy Dean at Birkbeck College School of 
Law, University of London, where he teaches 
and researches in the areas of human rights, 
European law, legal theory, equality law and 
legal anthropology. He is author of Race in the 
Shadow of Law: State Violence in Contemporary 
Europe (Routledge, 2016), and co-author of the 
forthcoming Anti-Discrimination Law: Texts, 
Cases and Materials, 3rd Edition (with Aileen 
McColgan, Hart, 2019). His scholarly writing 
can be found in the Columbia Human Rights 
Law Review, Race & Class and the UCLA Journal 

of International Law and Foreign Affairs. He currently serves as Assistant Director of Birkbeck’s 
Centre for Critical European Law and is a visiting scholar at the Max Planck Institute for European 
Legal History, in Frankfurt, Germany, for his ongoing research on the British colonial indenture 
system. He is a member of the New York Bar and an Associate Academic Fellow of the Honourable 
Society of the Inner Temple. He serves on the Board of Governors of Birkbeck College, the Editorial 
Board of the Journal of Asylum, Immigration and Nationality Law, the Board of Trustees of the UK 
Lesbian and Gay Immigration Group and the Board of Directors of the Institute of Race Relations.

Toshi Nakamura
Co-Founder & CEO, Kopernik

Toshi, together with his wife Ewa Wojkowska, 
co-founded Kopernik in 2010 with a vision to 
make international development more effective. 
Before starting Kopernik, Toshi dealt with 
governance reform, peace building processes, 
monitoring and evaluation, and post-disaster 
reconstruction at the United Nations (UN) 
in Timor-Leste, Indonesia, Sierra Leone, the 
United States and Switzerland.

Prior to joining the UN, Toshi was a management 
consultant for McKinsey and Company in 
Tokyo. He holds an LLB from Kyoto University 
and MSc Comparative Politics from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science, 
and is a Guest Professor at Osaka University’s 

Center for the Study of Co*Design, Osaka University. Toshi was selected as a World Economic 
Forum (WEF) Young Global Leader in 2012, and was a member of the WEF Global Agenda Council 
on Sustainable Development 2014-2016.


